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GHS LABELING: Protecting Your
Clients from OSHA Violations

Ensuring that potentially hazardous chemicals are clearly and consistently
labeled has been a growing area of international regulatory focus. The Globally
Harmonized System (GHS) of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals provides
a standardized method of identifying chemical hazards throughout any facility.

Print distributors knowledgeable about GHS labeling are tremendously valuable
to their clients because they can help them design and produce labels compliant
with the Hazardous Communications Standard (HCS, or more commonly
shortened to HazCom) from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration

(OSHA). By helping your clients stay in compliance, you help them avoid legal
action and potentially disastrous fines.

There is a lot to learn in the GHS label market, but distributors who take the time
to invest in this knowledge are setting themselves up for success. GHS labels are
custom designed for each client. Once these jobs are in place, they are repeatable

and highly profitable, often in the neighborhood of 30% gross margin.
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Figure 1: Safety Data Sheet (SDS)



Set Your Clients Up for Success

HazCom is the second most frequently cited federal
workplace safety and health standard, behind only
the construction industry's fall protection standard.
Between October 2018 and September 2019 alone,
OSHA cited HazCom 4,102 times and levied fines
totaling $5.1 million! By guiding your clients in GHS-
compliant labeling practices, you help them avoid
HazCom violations and keep their employees safer and
more informed about the substances they're handling
and to which they are being exposed.

What types of industries need GHS-compliant labels?
Examples include..

- Medical and chemical supplies
- Industrial sealants, coatings, and primers
- Automotive manufacturing
- Waste management and
remediation services
- Agricultural (fertilizers)

GHS labels are complex products, so it's important to
choose a label supplier with the right technology and
expertise to help you.

Thttps://ehsdailyadvisor.blr.com/2020/05/
an-in-depth-look-at-hazard-communication-enforcement/

Meeting OSHA Requirements

OSHA requires entities at all levels of the
supply chain, from manufacturing to final
use, to maintain clear labels and safety data
sheets (SDS) about potentially hazardous
substances. (Figure 1 shows a sample of an
SDS.) The rules were brought in line with the
Globally Harmonized System in 2012, and
as of 2015, they involve the use of warning
pictograms to denote different levels of risk.

Manufacturers consult three appendices
of HazCom to determine the warnings
that belong on their labels. Refer to these
appendices in document 1910.1200 on the
OSHA website.

For quick, easy
reference to OSHA
1910.1200, scan this

QR Code.




ELEMENTS OF A HAZCOM LABEL

HazCom labels must contain the appropriate signal words, hazards statements, precautionary statements,
and pictograms found in OSHA 1910.1200. They must also contain identification of the product inside, along
with the name, address, and phone number of the company responsible. Manufacturers, importers, and other

businesses taking charge of the supply chain also list their information on the labels.

Here is a closer look at the elements of a HazCom label.

mml n-Propyl Alcohol A

UN No. 1274
CAS No. 71-23-8
2 — DANGER .
| Highly flammable liquid and vapors. Causes serious eye damage. Y \d)/
3 May cause drowsiness and dizziness. L é: 6

Keep away from heat/sparks/open flames/hot surfaces. No smoking. Avoid

4 | breathing fumes/mist/vapours/spray. Wear protective gloves/protective
clothing/eye protection/face protection. IF IN EYES: Rinse cautiously with

water for several minutes. Remove contact lenses if present. Continue rinsing.

Fill Weight: 18.65 Ibs. Lot Number: B56754434
Gross Weight: 20 Ibs. Fill Date: 6/21/2013
Expiration Date: 6/21/2020

See SDS for further information.

5 ——~_Zone Chemical Company * (888) 817-7036

1. Product identifier: Should match the product identifier on the Safety Data Sheet.

2. Signal word: Either use “danger” (severe) or “warning” (less severe).

3. Hazard statements: Phrases assigned to hazard classes that describe the nature of the
product's hazards.

4. Precautionary statements: Describe recommmended measures to minimize or prevent adverse effects
resulting from exposure.

5. Supplier identification: Name, address, and telephone number of the manufacturer or supplier.

6. Pictograms: Pictorial symbols intended to convey specific hazard information in visual form.

7. Unknown acute toxicity alerts: \When a substance contains more than 1% of ingredients of unknown
acute toxicity, that information must be disclosed in the supplemental information portion of the
label, as well.

In addition to these must-have elements, companies are free to add their own descriptions, instructions,
or warnings.
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Choosing Label Materials

Selecting materials for HazCom labels often comes
down to the environments in which the products will
be stored or transported. For example, chemical drums
transported by sea must comply with British Standard
5609 (BS 5609), meaning that they won't dissolve when
submerged in sea water for three months. Because
of the harsh conditions to which most HazCom labels
are subjected, stocks used for these applications are
generally synthetic, such as vinyl or polyester.

If your clients will be printing labels in-house, one way
to speed printing is to invest in fan-folded sheets of
label stock. In standard sizes such as 85" x 3.9375" 85"
x 10.875", and 8.5" x 13.875", and with adhesive already
applied, these sheets are designed to be pin fed through
compliant printers. Thus, they combine assembly line
efficiency with GHS compliance. Wise sells blank GHS-
compliant label stock for every application.

GHS labels are complex products, so it’s important to
choose a label supplier with the right technology and
expertise to help you.




Selecting a Vendor with the Right Printing Solutions

There are three main printing methods for GHS labels, each of which has different
capabilities to meet both general HazCom requirements and specific benchmarks such as
BS 5609. At Wise, we have the right equipment for every market vertical, drum type, and set
of environmental conditions.

Inkjet: Wise uses an inkjet printer designed to create the kinds of tough large-format
labels required on chemical drums and other containers. The printer is designed to be
as rugged as the labels it prints. Its pin feeder ensures printing accuracy.

Laser: Our laser printers are designed for GHS compliance. When printing in full color,
users can use blank label stock. As with our inkjet solutions, our label printers are
capable of producing BS 5609-compliant labels for use on chemical drums.

Thermal Transfer: For thermal transfer, Wise has chosen machines that offer approved
combinations of label stock and printer riblbbons. Materials printable on these machines
include laminates, polyester, and vinyl, with plenty of options that comply with BS 5609
and that are designed to bond tightly with common drum materials.

Want to print your own GHS labels in-house? Talk to us about purchasing the right printer,
ribbon, and substrate combination for your applications.



Getting and Staying Compliant

Manufacturers and importers of chemicals can't afford to take chances with GHS labeling. Getting
in line with HazCom and creating labels that stand up to high levels of strain and punishment is an
essential way to help your clients avoid penalties, make products safer for users, and set your clients
up for success.

Here at Wise, we have the experience and expertise to design and produce GHS labels that protect
your clients by getting these mission-critical labels right the first time.

Defining HazCom Labels Terms

If you are new to hazardous communications labels, some of the terms can
appear to overlap. Here is a short list of terms you will see, what they mean, and
how they differ.

HazCom: Hazardous communication labels are used to communicate the
hazards of a product or material to anyone around the drums or other containers
that house them. “Hazardous commmunication” is often shortened to HazCom.

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA): Before a drum or
container requires a HazCom label, it has to be determined to be hazardous. This
determination is made by OSHA.

Drum Labels: Drum labels are not synonymous with HazCom labels, but because
hazardous substances are so often stored in drums, these terms are sometimes
used interchangeably. However, HazCom labels are more accurately described as
a subset of drum labels.

The Global Harmonized System (GHS): GHS is a labeling system developed to
standardize the terms, symbols, and pictograms of HazCom labels around the
world. GHS defines what information HazCom labels need to contain, including
the symbols and pictograms they use.

Maritime Labels: Maritime labels are a subset of drum labels used specifically in
maritime environments. Standards for maritime labels are based on the British
Standard 5609.

British Standard 5609: BS 5609 is an internationally recognized standard that
sets out guidelines for labeling drums containing hazardous materials. BS 5609
requires maritime labels to remain intact and legible even when submerged
under sea water for three months. BS 5609 and maritime labels are essentially
Synonymous.



